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A Guide to Property Ownership in Mexico 

 

Mexico has  long been a popular vacation destination for North Americans. 

However, today it is much more than that --  it is rapidly becoming a 

desirable place to live .  According to the U.S. State Department, more than 

1 million U.S. citizens reside in Mexi co, which represents approximately 1% 

of the Mexican population and 25% of all U.S. citizens abroad.  With each 

passing month more than 5,000 Americans are entering this market to 

purchase second homes.  Who is doing the buying? Baby boomers. Members 

of th e boomer generation are retiring at a rate of about 10,000 per day , and 

many are seeking sunny 

alternatives to expensive U.S. 

markets .   

Over the past decade , property 

ownership in Mexico has become a 

profitable  and viable investment 

strategy, bringing with it a new 

class  of sophisticated real estate 

investors.  The  days of doing deals 

over a handshake  are a thing of the 

past .  Today, U.S. title insura nce, 

bonded escrow accounts and a variety of financing options  

are  all  part of the process . 

Owning property in Mexico has become  easier and safer than ever, because 

of the set of well defined rules regarding non -Mexicans owning land in 

Mexico. These rules have been established  to protect ownership rights and 

to promote the sale of real estate to foreign investors.  

The real estate community in Mexico has taken note and is working to 

deliver on the dreams of this generation.   And a s the demand for real estate 

in Mexico grows, so  does the demand for information about the process of 

buying, financing and securing investment properties.   

This  guide was created  to provide potential buyers with relevant and useful 

information and insights  about real estate investing in Mexico, and how to 

conduct safe and secure real estate transactions  in Mexico.   

Playa del Carmen 
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hy Mexico ?   Mexico means so many things to so many 

people.  For a generation of North American  baby -boomers, the 

country's world -class resorts and outstanding recreational 
pursuits have come to symbolize the ultimate vacation 

getaway.  To those who have cruised Mexico's warm water ports or strolled 
along its beaches, enjoyed 

spectacular sport fishi ng or 
scuba diving, the country's 

coastal splendor signifies 

unspoiled beauty with 
sparkling turquoise water and 

white, sandy beaches. Those 
who have come to know the 

gracious people of Mexico 
recognize the country's 

unique, old world charm and 
relaxed, un hurried pace of life.    

 
With world -class w ine country 

in Northern Baja, sailing 
throughout the Sea of Cortez, 

world -class  golf courses, snorkeling or  diving in the fresh water underground 
cenotes , and  touring  the  Mayan Ruins throughout  the Yucatan, there are 

lifetimes  of adventures to be had at every turn.   

 
Amidst all of this natural beauty and native splendor, the economics of living 

in Mexico remain  extremely favorable.   In some markets , you can live in a  
3-bedroom hacienda with a pool  and a gardener  for less than $1,000 per 

month.  And on the other end of the spectrum, some of the most stunning 
and luxurious architecture and design can be found  throughout many of the 

popular destinations of Mexico, like  Los Cabos, Puerto Vallarta, Cancun and 
Playa de l Carmen . 

 
Familiar Amenities  

Many of the companies North Americans have become accustomed to in 
their daily lives have created successful businesses in  Mexico  as well .  At this 

time, Starbuckôs has 106 stores in 8 regions, Home Depot  has opened stores 
in 26 regions  thro ughout Mexico,  Walmart  has 120 locations, plus 78 Sam's 

Clubs , and Costco  has 30 locations in 19 Mexican states .  Most  of the 

popular destinations are  also  set up with internet and cell phone coverage , 
satellite TV , and Fed Ex and UPS  for reliable international  mailing service.  

 
 

W  

http://www.starbucks.com/retail/locator/ViewAll.aspx?a=1&CountryID=166&FC=RETAIL&City
http://homedepot.com.mx/hdmx/esmx/encuentra_tienda.shtml
http://www.walmartmexico.com.mx/directorios.html
http://www.costco.com/Warehouse/Location.aspx?country=Mexico&lang=en-US
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Creating Real Estate Value South of the Border  

At every level in Mexicoôs real estate marketplace ð developers, sellers, real 
estate agents, and local and state governments ð substantial steps have 

been taken to enhance and protect foreign property investment.  The 
government of Mexico has realized the importance of foreign capital invested 

into its real estate market.  In 1994, Mexico created a mechanism to permit 
foreign investment  of all property , including that  within the previously 

defined ñrestrictedò zone.  The new fideicomiso , or bank trust, safeguards 
foreign investment by granting the trustee legal title to the property in 50 

year intervals.  
 

Real Estate Licensing Regulations  
In Mexico there are no governmental license laws regulating real estate 

brokera ge and sales , which means just about anybody can offer properties 
for sale.  The Mexican Association of Real Estate Professionals (AMPI) has 

developed a Code of Ethics that must be observed by all members of the 

organization.  Today, AMPI has approximately 2,600 broker/agent members 
throughout Mexico.  Seeking the services of an AMPI real estate professional 

is recommended.  
 

Title Insurance options  have become much more readily available over 
the past decade.  Many U.S. base d companies have developed expertise in 

providing the  services needed to support  North Americans.   For those  
seeking information about U.S. title insurance for property in Mexico, 

following are two  companies worth researching:  
 

¶ Stewart Title Guaranty Company  (www.stewarttitle.com )  
¶ First American Title Services  (www.firstam.com )  

 
Numerous Financing Options  are  also  being made available for the 

purchase of property in Mexico.   The financing process and closing on 

property in Mexico is different from  the U.S.  Laws are different, costs are 
different, and clos ing procedures are different.  If you are considering 

financing options for property in Mexico, it is important to work with trust ed 
professionals who can offer mortgage financing for the purchase of your new 

Mexican vacation home or home site, refinance of your existing home, or 
custom construction loan.    

 
The Mexican Association of Real Estate Professionals (AMPI)  has 

ushered in new levels of service and professionalism with an alliance with 
the U.S. National Association of Realtors (NAR).   Be sure to ask your real 

estate agent or broker if they are members of AMPI as one way to assess 
their commitment to providing profe ssional and trusted services.  
  

http://www.stewarttitle.com/
http://www.firstam.com/
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Frequently Asked Questions about Real 
Estate in Mexico 

 

Can I really ñownò real estate in Mexico? 

The Mexican Constitution permits direct 
ownership of property in the interior of the 

country, but does prohibit  direct ownership by 
foreigners of real estate within the ñrestrictedò 

zone, 100 kilometers (about 62 miles) of any 
border, and within 50 kilometers (about 31 

miles) of any coastline.  However, i n order  to 
permit foreign investment in these areas, the 

Mexican government has established  a trust 
mechanism in which a bank has title to  the 

property but a trust beneficiary experiences  the 
benefits of ownership.  

 
 

What is a "Fideicomiso" or Mexican 

Property Trust?  
The key is a safe, established and perpetually 

renewable Mexican Property Trust called a 
"Fideicomiso".   With the advent of North 

American Treaty Agreement, the Mexican 
Government recognized that it was critical to 

make foreign investment in Mexico safer and 
easier.  Because the Mexican Constitution 

prohibits foreigners from direct ownership of  
real estate wi thin 62  miles of an i nternational 

border or within 31  miles of the Mexican Coast, 
a new, safe method of holding title was created. 

This new instrument , allows  ownership through 
a Mexican Property Trust, called a 

ñFideicomiso". This is a trust agreement, mu ch 

like an estate trust, providing legal title to the 
property in 50 year intervals.  

 

Real Estate Tips  

Following  are some 

little known facts about 

Mexico:  

¶ The total size  of a 

property often takes 

into account the 

exterior patio or 

deck areas.  This is 

because much of the 

year outdoor spaces 

are used as an 

extension to the 

interior living space 

of a home.  

¶ Properties are often 

calculated by square 

meter and hectare as 

oppos ed to square 

footage and acres.    

¶ Many of the  familiar 

conveniences North 

Americans have 

come to expect are 

available throughout  

Mexico.  Youôll find a 

Costco in Los Cabos,  

a Walmart in Puerto 

Vallarta and many 

more  amenities 

across the country.  
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Are escrow and earnest money 

equivalent in Mexico real estate 
transactions?  

In the U.S. an escrow or title company is 
legally empowered to see that the agreed 

upon  conditions of an escrow procedure 
are met before funds are released. There 

is no such  equivalent in Mexico. It is the 
notary public ( see next question ) who 

acts as ñholding agentò for the involved 
parties. Likewise, the practice of earnest 

money deposits is  not the norm. Recently, 
some Mexican esc row companies and 

financial brokerage  companies have 
utilized U.S. bank accounts for earnest 

money deposits, but foreign  buyers 

should exercise caution.  
 

What is a notario publico?  
In Mexico, all real estate transactions and 

the legal  conveyance of any ty pe of 
property involves the  participation of the 

notario publico . Much more  than a ñpublic 
notary,ò these professionals are appointed 

attorneys who prepare the deed of  conveyance subject to the purchase -sale 
agreement.  The notario publico brings the buyer and seller together  for 

formalization of the property transfer.  After  the property is transferred, the 
notario will record  the document  with the public registry or property  where 

the property is located.   The notario is also responsible for the collection  of 
all applicable property taxes, capital gains taxes  and government transfer 

taxes. As a representative  of the state, however, the notario does not insure  

title to the real estate nor do they  have  any legal responsibility for title 
defects.  

 
What is t he real estate broker/agent  role?  

Most real estate transactions are ñopenedò after a written purchase offer is 
accepted  by the seller and when a purchase -sale agreement (promissory 

contract) is signed  by both parties.  In most cases, a deposit is required by 
the broker /agent  in order to transmit  the offer to the seller.  If the 

transaction is being conducted directly with the seller, it  is highly 
recommended that an AMPI real estate broker /agent  or a lawyer be 

consulted before  signing any papers or handing ove r any money.  
 

 

Buyer Alert!  
 
What is the difference 

between an ejido and 
private property?  An 

ejido is an old 

ñcommunal farmò formed 
when the farmers of 

every village in Mexico 
were given property to 

form a co -op. Since it is 
not private property, 

ejido parcels cannot be 
legally owned by foreign 

purchases, nor can 
ejidatorios (those 

individuals with 
bene ficiary interest in the 

land) legally sell it.  
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What is the standard real estate broker's commission in Mexico?  

Most real estate companies charge 5 to 7 percent based on the actual sales 
price of  the property. However, broker rates may differ by area re flecting 

higher broker expenses, such as in growing resort areas.  
 

Are there licensed  real estate agents in Mexico?  
In Mexico there are no governmental license laws regulating real e state 

brokerage and sales, which means just about anybody can offer properties 
for sale.  The Mexican Association of Real Estate Professionals (AMPI) has 

developed a Code of Ethics that must be observed by all members of the 
organization.  Today, AMPI has approximately 2,600 broker/agent members 

throughout Mexico.  Seeking the services of an AMPI real estate professional 
is recommended.  

 
How do closing costs differ in U.S.  -  Mexico  transactions?  

It is common practice that the buyer pays the  transfer or acquisition tax as 

well as other clos ing  costs including the notary fees and expenses.   The real 
estate transfer tax may  be from 1 to 4 percent of the tax appraisal value.   

The rest of the closing costs, which exclude the  transfer cost mentioned 
above, may vary from  3 percent to 5 percent of the appraised tax value,  

depending on the particular state.  
 

Are there Taxes  in Mexico?  
There are most definitely tax considerations to understand when purchasing 

property  in Mexico .  It is strongly recommended that you consult a t ax 
professional experienced in i nternational real estate before purchasing or 

selling real property in Mexico.  
 

What's your FM  Status?  
For those interested in retirement or extended stays in Mexico, several  

immigration designations have been created and  most of the major ones are  

part of the "FM" family.   
 

The FM - 3 is designed for  persons who want to live at  least part - time in 
Mexico but  do not necessarily intend to  make it their permanent  home.  The 

FM - 2 status is designed  for those who intend to  permanently reside in  
Mexico.  For more information you can visit the Mexican Embassy to the 

United States . 
 

  

http://portal.sre.gob.mx/usa/index.php?option=displaypage&Itemid=111&op=page&SubMenu=
http://portal.sre.gob.mx/usa/index.php?option=displaypage&Itemid=111&op=page&SubMenu=
http://portal.sre.gob.mx/usa/index.php?option=displaypage&Itemid=111&op=page&SubMenu=
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Healthcare in Mexico  

A primary concern when considering a move is often healthcare.  
Fortunately, the quality of healthcare today is very good and in many cities it 

is excellent.  Many doctors and dentists in Mexico have received at least part 
of their education  in the U.S ., and m any of those  continue their training in 

North America and Europe .   Every mid -size to large city in Mexico has at 
least one first - rate hospital , and costs for healthcare and prescription drugs 

are generally less than in the U.S.  Resort  developments a re beginning to 
provide access to healthcare and physicians as part of the amenities offered 

to residents and guests.  

 

 

Paramount Bay in Puerto Vallarta 
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Destinations in Mexico 

Mexico is comprised  of 31 states, and each state is divided into 

municipalities.  From lush and tropical mountainous municipalities perched 
on brilliant bays, to municipalities connected by extraordinary  mountain 

ranges, our Spanish -speaking neighbor to the south is abundant ly rich in 
geographic and natural diversity .  Many of t hese locales have become highly 

desirable  destinations for many foreign investor s seeking a different climate 
and setting in which to purchase real estate .   

Following is a snapshot of some of the mo re  popular destinations th at are 
likely to experience considerable appreciation over time.  
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CABO SAN LUCAS (L OS CABOS )  
Cabo San Lucas (popularly known as Cabo) is a small city  at the southern tip 

of the Baja California peninsula , in the municipality  of Los Cabos  in the state  
of Baja California Sur .  It is the largest community in Los Cabos municipality, 

and the second - largest in Baja California Sur, after La Paz .  Cabo Sa n Lucas 
has quickly become  a high -end holiday  destination with a number of resorts  

and developments  appearing along the coast between San Lucas and San 
José del Cabo  

Choosing this area  as a primary vacation destination is an easy thing to 
understand considering the wealth of entertainment, recreation, and 

relaxation options found here. The mesmerizing vistas of glittering turquoise 
waters and  golden beaches are only part of what you can enj oy in  the Los 

Cabos area .  Golf, kayaking , diving, surfing horseback riding, and not to 
mention some of the best sport fishing in the world make this city great for 

any active lifestyle.  

The Los Cabos  real estate market is steaming hot with a number of 

development opportunities , including land for pre -construction development .  
Prices of real estate have been rising steadily and are expected to continue . 

This has proven to be a very popular destination among real estate investors  
as new resorts and luxury real estate developments are expanding 

throughout the area, creating more relocation options and investment 
opportunities.  

Cancun  
Cancún is a coastal city in Mexico 's easternmost state, Quintana Roo .  It is a 
world renowned tourist  resort  with modern beachfront hotels  and resorts  

surrounded by Isla Mujeres  ("Women Island"), the Caribbean Sea , and t he 
Nichupte and Bojórquez lagoons. The mainland downtown commercial 

section, connected to the island by two bridges, has broad avenues lined 
with shops, restaurants, and hotels.  

 

This city enjoys a healthy nightlife with great clubs and an abundance of 
entertainment possibilities. Youôll also find a wide array of restaurants and 

pubs offering both Mexican and international cuisine. There are numerous 
golf courses and other outdoor activities such as scuba diving, snorkeling, jet 

skiing and speed boating. As one of the worldôs premier vacation 
destinations, Cancun offers some remarkable real estate investment and 

development opportunities.  

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baja_California_peninsula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Municipality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Cabos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_of_Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baja_California_Sur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Paz%2C_Baja_California_Sur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vacation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resort
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeshare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Jos%C3%A9_del_Cabo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Jos%C3%A9_del_Cabo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Jos%C3%A9_del_Cabo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quintana_Roo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resort
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isla_Mujeres
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caribbean_Sea
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Huatulco  
Huatulco is  located on the Pacific coast in  the state of Oaxaca . With a 

significantly smaller population, 9 bays and over 30 beaches, Huatulco offers  

some of the most relaxing vacation options in Mexico.  In addition to the 

beaches, one can explore and shop in the small towns  of Huatulco, such as 

Santa Cruz, La Crucecita, or old Santa Maria Huatulco (the district 

municipality).  

 

The area is blessed with astounding scenery, natural surroundings and 

fantastic weather that are beginning to attract more and  more tourists from 

across the globe. Prices of Huatulco real estate are affordable and offer 

some great development opportunities. As people begin to move away from 

the crowds of the more populated tourist destinations such as Cancun  and 

Puerto Vallarta , Huatulco is enjoying increasing interest and is expected to 

boom. The air port is being up graded and the Mexican government is 

investing heavily in infrastructure and promotion for this market.  

 

La Paz  
La Paz is the state capital of Baja California Sur . La Pazôs population has 

experienced significant growth over the past few years and currently  stands 

at around 250,000.  Located on the aptly named Bay of La Paz, this city 

enjoys fantastic views of the water as well as spectacular beaches , the likes 

of whi ch most people only get to see 

in the movies.  

This city is the perfect place to come 
and enjoy yourself, whether you have 

a relaxed or active lifestyle. Amazing 
natural reserves and a  healthy  

standard of living keep property in La 
Paz in high demand.  

There are great options for 
investment  in this booming city, 

including gated communities, resorts and vacant 
land .  Enjoy  great snorkeling and kayaking right in your back yard, or set 

sail off your own personal marina. When it co mes to the ideal getaway, few 
places compare to La Paz.  

Costa Baja Resort & Marina 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oaxaca
http://www.mexicobuyersguide.com/destinations-mexico/cancun/index.php
http://www.mexicobuyersguide.com/destinations-mexico/puerto-vallarta/index.php
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Lake Chapala  
Lake Chapala is Mexico 's largest freshwater lake .  Approximately 35 minutes 

southeast of  Guadalajara, Jalisco, Lake Chapala is home to around 40,000 

residents, more than half of whom are North  American expatriates .   

This is a warm and friendly community that prides itself on its captivating 

natural sur roundings.  

 

The lake is a critical habitat for several species of migratory birds, such as 

the White Pelican , and home to thousands of indigenous plants and animals. 

The rapid development of the Lake Chapala region has spurred grassroots 

conservation programs to maintain the natural habitats of the lake and 

maintain a healthy ecotourism  industry.  

 

Real estate in Lake Chapala is quite  affordable; buying a house is sometimes 

tempting because of the price alone. But there are countless other features 

of Lake Chapala that compel people to relocate to this charming little 

community.  Great local amenities such as crafts stores, cozy restaurants, 

an English language theater and various services make life here very 

convenient.   

 

Mazatlán  
Mazatlán is a city in the Mexican  state  of Sinaloa ; on the Pacific  coast, just 

across from the southernmost tip of Baja California . Mazatlán is the second -

largest city in the state and Mexico's largest commercial port. It is also a 

popular tourist destination with beautiful beaches lined with resort hotels.   

 

Mazatlan, often called the ñPearl of the Pacificò is widely considered to be 

one of t he best vacation spots in the world. Mazatlan is a vibrant city with a 

wealth of entertainment options  and world -class amenities. More and more 

people are also choosing Mazatlan as their primary vacation destination by 

buying up property in this area at a remarkable rate .   

Relax in the peace and tranquility afforded to you by living in one of 

Mazatlanôs prestigious gated communities, while still being able to enjoy the 
electric vitality of this cityôs night life.  

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Pelican
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecotourism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_of_Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinaloa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Ocean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baja_California_peninsula
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Playa del Carmen  
Playa del Carmen is a city on the coast of the Caribbean Sea in the north 

east of the state of Quintana Roo, Mexico, The city has a rapidly growing 

population and is the third - largest city in Quintana Roo, after Cancún and 

Chetumal.  

 

Originally a small fishing town, tourism to Playa del Carmen began with the 

passenger ferry service to Cozumel, an island across the Cozumel Channel 

and world - famous scuba diving destination. While passing through, many 

people realized that it was a nice place to relax away from the crowds of 

Cancún  but with the same quality beaches and turquoise waters. Perhaps 

just as impressive as Cozumel, Playa del Carmen's coast offers good scuba 

diving opportunities, as well as cenote diving for the more adventurous.  

 

Today Playa del Carmen, or 'Playa' as it is  informally referred to, is the 

center of the Riviera Maya, which spans from Cancún to Tulum and the Sian 

Ka'an biosphere reserve. Tourist activity centers on the Quinta Avenida, or 

Fifth Avenue, a pedestrian walkway located just one block from the beach, 

and lined with boutiques, cafés, coffee shops designer shops, fine 

restaurants and hotels. Real  estate options in Playa remain  relatively 

affordable in comparison to the growing areas  of Los Cabos , Puerto Vallarta 

and Cancun.  

 

Puerto Peñasco  
Puerto Peñasco is a small city within the municipality  of the same name, 

lying in the northwestern part of the state  of Sonora . Located on the shore 

of the Gulf of California , also kno wn as the Sea of Cortez, the town is known 

for its fishing and tourism industries. Puerto Peñasco is alternatively known 

among many of its English -speaking visitors as Rocky Point.  

Puerto  Peñasco  has seen a great influx of retirees who are understandably 
attracted to the astounding beauty of this little city by the water , as well as 

the close proximity to U.S .   Puerto Peñasco  has long been a primary tourist 
destination for the many North Americans in the southern states within 

driving distance to the region . More people are now looking to the Puerto 
Peñasco  for retirement, vacation and investment properties.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Municipalities_of_Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_of_Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sonora
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_of_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
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Because of its c lose proximity, U.S. residents in Southern California, Arizona 

and New Mexico are within driving distance to this region and appreciate the 
convenience of this sunny resort destination.   

Puerto Vallarta  
Puerto Vallarta is a Mexican  resort city situated on the Pacific Ocean 's Bahía 

de Banderas  and the fifth - largest city in the Mexican  state  of Jalisco .  Some 

people  call the city P.V. for 

short. And in  internet shorthand 

the city is often referred to as 

PVR, after the code for its 

international airport.  

 

Puerto Vallarta boasts some of 

the best beaches, resorts and 

attractions found anywhere.  

People the world over have been 

attracte d to this cityôs golden 

beaches, world -class golf, 

tropical climate, and modern 

amenities and many have decided to  make this place their permanent 

vacation destination.  

 
The Puerto Vallarta Mexico real estate market is hot and full of gr eat 

opportunities. From modern high rise condominiums overlooking the bay, 
villas set in the lush jungles , to stunning homes along world -class golf 

courses , p rices range from the affordable to the lavishly expensive .  

 

San Carlos  
San Carlos is a beachfront  subdivision within the port city of Guaymas, in 

the northern state of Sonora, Mexico.  Situated on the Gulf of California or 

Sea of Cortez, it is noted for the exceptional clarity and warmth of the ocean 

water in its shallow bays .  

With a population of ar ound 7,000 people, the San Carlos real estate market 

is considerably less populated than other tourist hot spots in Mexico.  San 
Carlos is a prime destination for those who enjoy an active lifestyle  but with 

smaller crowds .  Here you can enjoy  some of the best div ing and snorkeling 
in the world.  There is rarely a bad day in this tropical paradise . 

Rio Amapas in Puerto Vallarta 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Ocean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bah%C3%ADa_de_Banderas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bah%C3%ADa_de_Banderas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bah%C3%ADa_de_Banderas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_of_Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jalisco
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The tranquil lifestyle in this idyllic community is attracting many retirees who 

are spurring the development of new residential communities that are 
perfect for  life after retirement.  Spacious waterfront homes in gated 

communities offer residents with spectacular views, and easy access to the 
water make San Carlos real estate an interesting place to consider .  

San Felipe  
San Felipe is a town on the Gulf of Calif ornia in the Mexican state of Baja 

California located 190 km (approximately 125 miles) south of the 

international border within the municipality of Mexicali.  

San Felipe is a popular spring destination for residents of the Pacific 
Northwest as well as the Southwestern states of the U.S .  There are several 

hotels, ranches, camping sites and RV parks inside or near the town which 

include various activities such as volleyball, tennis matches, pools, bathing 
areas and fishing.    

Recent years have  seen a signif icant increase in San Felipe  development as 

retirement houses and other vacation homes are being built to accommodate 
the growing number of visitors to this idyllic community. This is a n exciting 

time for S an Felipe property investors  who want to enjoy an  active life and 
take  advantage of the numerous water sporting options and excellent sport 

fishing.  

San Miguel de Allende  
San Miguel de Allende is the seat of the municipality of Allende, Guanajuato, 
Mexico.  It is a historic town founded in 1542 that has become an attractive 

tourist destination for wealthy Mexico City residents and has a large 
American and Canadian expatriate community comprised primarily of 

retirees.  
 

San Miguel de Allende  is ranked as one of the worldôs top tourist 

destinations; and many  people have chosen to relocate here permanently. 
The high standard of living , coupled with its cultural and historic ch arm 

makes  San Miguel de Allende the perfect place for retirees and vacationers 
alike.    

 
The relaxed atmosphere and rich culture of this city has captured the hearts 

of many people who hav e chosen San Miguel de Allende as the place they 
wish to retire. San Miguel de Allende villas, condos and homes are charming 

and affordable, allowing for the influx of ne wly retired residents from the  
U.S. and Canada.   
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Zihuatanejo (Ixtapa)  
Zihuatanejo  is the fourth - largest city in the state of Guerrero , Mexico . 
Located  on th e Pacific Coast, about 240 km (approximately 145 miles) 

northwest of Acapulco , the  modern tourist resort of Ixtapa  is only 5 km 
(approximately 3 miles) away.  

 
This area  lays claim to some of the most pristine beaches found anywhere. 

People the world over have been frequenting this astoundingly beautiful 
community for many years, and its popularity is only growing.  

One of the featu res of this community that commands the attention of 
Mexico property developers is the abundance of land that is perfect for 

development. Condos, villas and vacation homes are being built at a 
remarkable rate which will only increase as land is developed t o its full 

potential.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

For more information about Mexico, visit:  
¶ US Embassy  -  www.mexico.usembassy.gov/mexico/citizen_services.html   

¶ Mexico Tourism -  www.visitmexico.com/wb2/Visitmexico/Visi_Home   

¶ Fonatur ï www.fonatur.gob.mx 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guerrero
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acapulco
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ixtapa
http://www.mexico.usembassy.gov/mexico/citizen_services.html
http://www.visitmexico.com/wb2/Visitmexico/Visi_Home
http://www.fonatur.gob.mx/
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Real Estate Purchase Checklist 

 

Now that youôve gained a basic understanding of the real estate market in 
Mexico, the following checklist may also provide a useful tool  to ensure 

youôre asking the right questions, of the right professional service providers, 
at the right time throughout your transaction process.   
 

 

 

 
 
 

  

Real Estate Purchase  Checklist  
 

o Obtain the advice and services of a U.S. or Mexican attorney, a registered 
AMPI  real estate broker/ agent, a title insurance company and/or appraiser  

o Complete due diligence, including investigations of title and value, prior to 

committing to purchase, or make purchase contract contingent on those 
investigations  

o Obtain title through a Mexican nota ry public, and title insurance, at the time 
of full payment  

o Obtain a property disclosure sta tement from the seller, if available  

o Obtain a copy of existing public deed ( escritura publica ) with recording 
information and a current copy of the lien certificate ( certificado de libertad e 
gravaman )  

o Request a nd obtain a  copy of any existing commitment f or title ins urance on 
the subject property  

o Obtain a copy of applicable Mexican state municipal development 
authorizations  

o Analyze all risk associated with purchasing property where any infrastructure, 

building or other improvements have not been fully comp leted  

o Estimate all closing costs associated with your purchase  

o Place all deposits in a neutral, third party escrow account, pursuant to a fully 
executed escrow agreement  

o Ensure proper recording of the title transfer with all applicable municipal and 

federa l registries at time of title transfer  
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!ōƻǳǘ aŜȄƛŎƻ .ǳȅŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ 

 

At Mexico Buyer's Guide ( www.mexicobuyersguide.com )  we are dedicated to 
serving the needs of North Americans interested in investing in the Mexico 

real estate market.   We provide a comprehensive set of information to help 
potential buyers learn about the process of purchasing property in Mexico; 

as well as communicate the importance of working with trusted real estate 
professionals throughout the entire buying process.    

 
Whether you are looking for insights into the purchase process, or a 

showcase of some of the finest resort properties in Mexico, we invite you to 
turn to Mexico Buyerôs Guide.   

 

Mexico Buyerôs Guide is  a member of the National Association  of Realtors 
(NAR)  Affiliate program as well as AMPI International.  
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warranties, express or implied, in this summary. All statements made in this document are in tended for 
educational purposes and subject to change .  It is the recommendation of Mexico Buyerôs Guide that the 
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Mayan Ruins, Tulum Mexico  

http://www.mexicobuyersguide.com/

